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It’s a Dirty Job

Gutters and downspouts work hard to protect your house from moisture damage. If gutters leak or downspouts are clogged, water can spill out and accumulate near foundations, soaking the soil and causing foundation walls to settle. In worst-case scenarios, moisture-laden soil presses in on basement walls, causing bulging and cracking. Water can even be forced inside by means of hydrostatic pressure.

Keeping gutters and downspouts in good condition requires regular maintenance. Mike Gibson of Quality Gutter Services advises doing this chore twice each year—in spring and in the fall. “Yes, it can be messy,” says Gibson, “and you might get dirty. But it's definitely worth it.”
Source: Move Inc.
How to Protect Your Home from Halloween Vandalism

Here are some ways to keep your home safe at Halloween and all year long. 

· Set up elaborate sound and light systems. Lots of homeowners keep fun, loud and crazy Halloween setups around to adorn their houses each year.

· Use camera and sensor technology to protect a home.

· Leave the lights on to make vandals think that you         are at home. 
· Stick close to your home on Halloween night if at all possible. Vandals love to target homes where everyone is clearly away.

· Just give them the candy. If you are going to be away, or don't feel like answering the door every five minutes, leave a bowl of candy out on the front porch. 
· Get a dog to deter vandals. People that are out to cause trouble will most often skip the house with the        barking dog.

Source: eHow.com
October Quote: 

There is no season when such pleasant and sunny spots may be lighted on, and produce so pleasant an effect on the feelings, as now in October. 
-Nathaniel Hawthorne


Don’t Overlook the Garage When Getting Your Home Ready      to Sell

There's a lot of talk about curb appeal being the driving force drawing buyers into your home. It makes sense. If the house looks a mess from the outside, what buyer would want to set foot inside? Well, maybe your house isn't quite a mess. You have taken the time to fix-up the landscape, power-washed the house, and even painted the mailbox. But did you overlook what can be the biggest eyesore -- the garage? 

Whether or not you decide to replace your garage door, it's important to make sure it at least is working properly. The key concept to remember is that a garage shouldn't just house your car and all your stuff that won't fit in your home. Instead it should help to entice buyers to want to see more of the house. 

Source: Realty Times

Caramel Apples
Ingredients:

· 6 Granny Smith Apples 
· 6 wooden sticks

· 1 (14 oz.) package individually wrapped caramels, unwrapped

· 2 tablespoons water

· ½ teaspoon vanilla extract

Directions:

Insert wooden sticks ¾ of the way into the stem of each apple. Place apples on a cookie sheet covered with lightly greased aluminum foil.

Combine caramels and water in a saucepan over low heat. Cook, stirring often, until caramel melts and is smooth. Dip each apple into the caramel and gently run apples around inside of saucepan to scrape off some of the caramel. Scrape excess caramel from the apple bottoms using the side of the saucepan. Place on the aluminum foil and chill until ready      to serve.

Warranty Wisdom:
When you buy a home, you take on the extra burden of maintaining a variety of systems and appliances. Sellers are required to disclose known problems but can’t be blamed for passing along a dishwasher that conks out six months after the sale, or a seemingly healthy oven that is headed for an untimely death. That’s when a 2-10 HBW ResaleSM home service agreement goes to work.
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Fall is just around the corner and with it brings shorter days and cooler nights. Is your home ready?





If you have any family, friends, or loved ones this month looking to buy or sell a home, please give them my name!





If you have any family, friends, or loved ones this month looking to buy or sell a home, please give them my name!
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If your house is already listed with a Realtor®, please disregard this offer.

