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Sneaky Ways to Hide the Clutter

A place for everything and everything in its place, that’s what prospective buyers want to see. 
Ditch the Coat Rack - As handy as coat racks are in your entry or hallway, they may be sending the message to potential buyers that you don't have a coat closet or adequate storage. Put coat racks away while you're showing your home, and clean out your coat closet while you're at it.

Edit Your Bookcases - Bookcases can become a turnoff if they're too stuffed with books or a catch-all for clutter. Edit your bookshelves so that they feel just a little bit empty. Stack books in interesting patterns and accessorize lightly.

Corral the Landing Areas – Control all the stuff that you usually find plopped down right inside your back door. If you see a trouble spot, fix it with a built-in storage bench with a cushion or a row of pegs. In fact, if you deal with all that stuff the right way, buyers will go away thinking your house has built-in clutter control.

Source: Better Homes and Gardens
Draft-Proof Your House
No matter how baffling the energy situation is, homeowners are definitely seeing its results in skyrocketing energy bills. Here are some suggestions for lowering your energy costs:

Caulk around foundation walls, pipe outlets, the clothes dryer vent and any other gaps on the outside of the house. Air infiltration from electric switch and plug outlets can be significant, too, so it's smart to insert draft blockers. They're inexpensive and readily available at hardware stores and home centers. And don't forget to weather strip overhead doors of attached garages.

In cold weather, set the thermostat at 68 degrees and leave it alone during the day; overnight, lower setting by 5 to 10 degrees. And make sure the thermostat isn't affected by drafts that will give an incorrect reading. 

Develop energy-saving window habits, too. In the winter, open curtains or shades of east, south and west-facing windows on sunny days to let the sun heat the house. Close them at night to preserve heat. Keep the draperies closed all day on north-facing windows. Turn the heat way down in rooms you don't use. And check with your utility company to see if they offer free home inspections and energy surveys.

Source: Move, Inc.
February Quote

To shorten winter, borrow some money due in spring.  

~W.J. Vogel
2009 Could be Better Than You Think
Here are a few good reasons why 2009 could, if you make the most of it, be good for your financial health.
This will be a good year to invest in stocks. A smart strategy will be to put some money in the market today, and keep doing it over the course of the year. 
It will be a good year to invest in real estate. Fixed-rate mortgages are already at historic lows, and the government is going to use every tool in its bag to get them lower over the course of the year. You can potentially benefit from a once-in-a-lifetime double bonus of low prices and low interest rates.

Americans will learn to live within their means. We have a nation that has rediscovered that you can't spend what you don't earn. This reckoning was inevitable and let's hope these lessons last for decades.

Source: Wall Street Journal
Cupid Cupcakes
Ingredients:
A cupcake (baked from favorite recipe)

Pink or peach-tinted frosting

Large marshmallow

Thin pretzel stick

Crisped rice cereal (one handful)

Decorator’s gel
Candy heart

Directions:
Frost a cupcake with pink- or peach-tinted frosting. 
For wings, use kitchen shears to cut a large marshmallow in  half vertically, then snip each half widthwise a few times for    a feathery look. Press a thin pretzel stick against the sticky side of each marshmallow half then stick the pretzels into               the cupcake.

Press a handful of crisped rice cereal along the top of the cupcake for Cupid's curly locks, then add a decorators' gel mouth and eyes. Finally, set a candy heart in place and pipe on frosting fingers, if you like.
Warranty Wisdom
A homeowner's insurance policy and a home service agreement are similar as they are both renewable, where allowed by law.  However, homeowner's insurance protects against catastrophes such as fire, wind, storm damage and other things. The 2-10 HBW ResaleSM home service agreement is very different, covering many systems and appliances for breakdown due to normal wear and tear.



�





�





A Monthly Newsletter from Melissa Friesen with  Century 21 602-909-7150





February 2009 





Vol. 8 Issue 2 





That chill in the air signals a great time to prepare and protect your home for winter. 


If you have any family, friends, or loved ones this month looking to buy or sell a home, please give them my name!








If your house is already listed with a Realtor®, please disregard this offer.


