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Buy Now and Beat the Spring Rush
Down market. Up market. It doesn't matter. Spring showers typically bring spring buyers. But if you wait for the seasonal thaw you'll join what could be a throng of market savvy buyers who have already scoped the lay of the land and are elbowing for position. 

"We are seeing a confluence of events that contributes to the increase in the number of closed sales," said Quincy Virgilio, president of the Santa Clara County Association of Realtors in San Jose, CA. 

"Interest rates are at a record low and the affordability index nears a 5-year high. For first-time buyers, rents are skyrocketing and that's an added incentive to buy a home now" added Virgilio. 

That doesn't mean every home is a Blue Light Special or that you can shop with reckless abandon. It's a better idea to prepare now, become a savvy buyer and beat the spring rush. 

Source: Deadline News.com
Use Light to Brighten Your Rooms
Does your room feel dark and dismal? If you want it to look brighter, keep these two principles in mind: Dark, matte surfaces absorb light. Light, glossy surfaces reflect light. 
Recover or repaint any dark walls, trim or ceiling in a light, reflective material and finish.

Mirrors are naturally reflective. If you like mirrors but don't like mirrored walls, consider creating a "picture wall" – using mirrors instead of pictures in a variety of frames.

Refinish, repaint or recover your floors. Consider a light, possibly pickled, stain for wood, or a light-colored porch paint. Replace dark linoleum, tile or stone; or recover it in a light carpet or a large area rug. 
Slipcover your sofas, chairs, tables and pillows in light fabrics. Or cover them with light             colored throws.

Clear your window panes. If you can live without window dressing, do. For decorative relief, consider mounting lightweight glossy white exterior shutters on the inside walls around your windows. 

Source: Move, Inc.
Warranty Wisdom
Home warranties are often used as a negotiating tool in competitive real estate situations. Whether you are buying or selling your home, a 2-10 HBW ResaleSM home service agreement provides protection from unexpected breakdowns of covered appliances and in major systems. It can also give you the assurance that someone is there to help you with a problem on covered items.
Great Ways to Save Money in 2009
First step, start small. 
Save for one month’s expenses. Put 10% of your take-home pay into an interest bearing savings account. 
Shop around for the best rate. The bank where you have your checking account may not offer good interest rates on a    savings account. 
Make direct deposits from paycheck to savings. If you can’t do direct deposit, have the money automatically taken out of your checking account every month on payday. 
Still not finding enough dollars to put into savings? Look harder. Here’s how: 

Cut back $10/month on 15 expenses. If you could carve out $10 a month on 15 different spending categories, you’d have $150 a month to go into savings. 

Put your raise, refund, monetary gifts right into the pot. Pretend you never received the windfall, however large          or small.

Source: MSNBC Interactive
Potato Cheese Soup
Ingredients:
4 cups diced potatoes 

1 cup chopped celery 

1/4 cup chopped parsnip 

1 cup chopped onion 

1 cup chopped carrot 

1 quart chicken broth 

1/4 teaspoon dried marjoram 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

Ground black pepper to taste 

1/2 pound Cheddar cheese, cubed 

Directions:

In a large pot over medium heat, combine potatoes, celery, parsnips, onion, carrots and broth. Stir in marjoram, salt and pepper and simmer until vegetables are tender, about            20 minutes. 

Puree in batches in a blender or food processor or using an immersion blender. Return to pan, adjust seasonings, and bring to a boil. Stir in cheese until just melted. Remove from heat and serve. 
March Quote

Never iron a four-leaf clover, because you don't want to press your luck.  ~Author Unknown
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Don’t let the “Ides of March” catch you unprepared. Now’s a great time to start planning for Spring; it will be here before you know it. 


If you have any family, friends, or loved ones this month looking to buy or sell a home, please give them my name!








If your house is already listed with a Realtor®, please disregard this offer.


