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Can a home’s energy efficiency be a deal breaker? 

Potential homebuyers are keeping a close eye on the level of energy efficiency of the homes they’re considering to purchase. New home builders are including more energy efficient HVAC systems, denser attic insulation and low-emission windows to offer future buyers.

If a buyer is looking to purchase an older home, one way they can determine if it's energy efficient is to hire a home inspector. He or she will evaluate numerous areas and suggest improvements which could lead to an increase in cost-saving performance. Main components in older homes such as windows, air conditioners, and furnaces are causes of increased power usage.
While touring homes, be on the look out for 
“energy –eaters” such as:

· Cracks in exterior walls

· Missing Seals or trim around windows and doors.

· Faulty fireplace dampers

· Gaps or cracks in ductwork.

Bringing these to the seller’s attention may lead to a 
deal maker!

Source/s: Reality Times and Doityourself.com

Turn Your Walkway Into a Serene Sanctuary

By selecting the right plants you can turn your pathways into a colorful multi-textured garden. Not only will you enjoy the various wildlife it will entice by its flowering plants, your entry will feel more welcoming to guests. Below are a list of plants that, when mixed, will provide a colorful arrangement of flowers and fragrances:

· Cat Thyme (Teucrium marum)

· Wallflower “Bowles Mauve” (Erysimum “Bowles Mauve”)
· Lithodora diffusa “Grace Ward”

Check with your local nursery to find out which plants are best for your type of soil.

Source: Your Good House

August Quote: If we did the things we are capable of, we would astound ourselves. -Thomas Edison

Making the First Day of School Easier 

Remind your child that she is not the only student who is a bit uneasy about the first day of school. Teachers know that students are anxious and will make an extra effort to make sure everyone feels as comfortable 
as possible.

Point out the positive aspects of starting school: It will be fun. She'll see old friends and meet new ones. Refresh her memory about previous years, when she may have returned home after the first day with high spirits because she had a good time.

Source: aap.org

Sweet Summer Fruit Bruschetta

Servings: 8 


Ingredients


24 1/4-inch baguette slices

1/4 cup butter, softened

6 tablespoons brown sugar, divided

1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/2 cup chopped peaches and/or nectarines

1/2 cup chopped plums

2 tablespoons fresh lime juice

2 tablespoons chopped glazed walnuts

Directions

Lay the baguette slices in a single layer on a large baking sheet. Stir together the butter, 4 tablespoons brown sugar and cinnamon and spread on one side of each baguette slice. Broil for 1 to 2 minutes or until bubbly and bread is lightly browned on the edges. Stir together the remaining brown sugar, fruit and lime juice in a small bowl. Spoon equal amounts over the bread slices and sprinkle with walnuts.

Source: All Recipes

Warranty Wisdom

A homeowner's insurance policy and a home service agreement are similar as they are both renewable, where allowed by law.  However, homeowner's insurance protects against catastrophes such as fire, wind and storm damage. The 2-10 HBW ResaleSM home service agreement differs in that it covers many systems and appliances for breakdowns due to normal wear and tear.
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It’s time to get school gear! Let’s make this the best back to school year yet!  





If you have any family, friends, or loved ones this month looking to buy or sell a home, please give them my name!
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If your house is already listed with a Realtor®, please disregard this offer.

