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When to Do It Yourself and When to Hire a Pro
Using a Color Consultant

Problem: You’d like to spruce up your house, but you can’t seem to find the right red paint to complement your olive green couch.

Enter: The color consultant. She can help you select colors that work for your space and spare you from testing 15 different reds on your walls. She can also lead you to unexpected, possibly more daring choices.

Cost: Around $50 to $75 an hour (enough time to pick colors for two rooms).

Consider doing it yourself when: You have the time and the inclination to sort through paint chips and design magazines for inspiration.
Restyling a Room

Problem: You have a living room full of lovely furniture, but the arrangement isn’t working.

Enter: The professional restyler. Also called redecorators and interior refiners, restylers will pop into your home, look at what you’ve got, and rearrange it, giving your old furniture new life.

Cost: $200 to $350 a room.

Consider doing it yourself when: You want to learn the tricks of the styling trade. 

Source: Real Simple
Expert Tips to Creating a Relaxing Home – Great design tips that work all year. 
Throw on Slipcovers - Little Rock designer Courtney Singleton thinks slipcovers are the perfect quick fix for a stuffy room. Slipcovers make a sofa "seem like a place to flop down and read a book," she says.
No Color - Elizabeth Gibson-Wakeman, a Sarasota, Florida designer, likes the look of black-and-white photos. "They're usually best with a white mat in a black frame," she says. "The look is almost a non-statement because of the absence of color."
Rethink Bouquets - Anything from nature can become an attractive -- and inexpensive -- centerpiece. Rebecca Cole, a New York City landscape and interior designer uses wispy grasses, twigs, and produce for bouquets. "They offer conversation as much as they do beauty," Cole says. "There's nothing more beautiful than just a simple bowl filled with driftwood."
Easy Art - "I love to lean pictures instead of hanging them," says Janna Lufkin, a Redmond, Washington, designer. Lean pictures on a mantel, a windowsill, or against furniture for a no-fuss display.
Source: Better Homes & Gardens
September Quote

Labor Day is a glorious holiday because your child will be going back to school the next day.  It would have been called Independence Day, but that name was already taken.     ~ Bill Dodds     
Essentials You Can’t Afford to Skimp On
Millions of consumers are spending less, saving more and paying off debt but there is some spending where you shouldn’t budge. 
Retirement Planning – Even if your company has cut back on 401(k) plans, it still pays to contribute. Also consider an Individual Retirement Account. You can get your money out   any time. 

Insurance - Don't cut your homeowners insurance thinking that because home values have dropped you don't need as much coverage. What you're paying for is the amount it would cost to rebuild your home and replace your belongings. If you need to save, boost your policy's deductible. Raising it to $1,000 from $500 could shave 25 percent off the cost.
Charity - Giving to others can make you feel better about yourself and your situation. If money is tight, donate items you no longer use, give canned goods, shop at thrift stores that benefit a charity or share some of your time.
Source: Jean Chatzky on Oprah.com 
Grilled Chicken, Peaches and Arugula
Ingredients:
4 6-oz boneless, skinless chicken breasts

2 TBSP plus 1 TSP olive oil, kosher salt &
  black pepper

2 med red onions, sliced into 
  1/2-inch-thick rounds

3 peaches, cut into wedges

1 bunch arugula, thick stems removed 
  (about 4 cups)

2 TBSP balsamic vinegar

2 oz blue cheese, broken into pieces

Directions:
Heat grill to medium-high. Brush the chicken with 1 teaspoon of the oil and season with 1/2 teaspoon each salt and pepper. In a bowl, toss the onions, peaches, 1 tablespoon of the oil, and 1/4 teaspoon each salt and pepper. 

Grill the chicken and onions until the chicken is cooked through and the onions are tender, 5 to 6 minutes per side. Grill the peaches until charred, 2 minutes per side. 

Toss the arugula with the onions, peaches, vinegar, and remaining oil. Top with the cheese; serve with the chicken.

Warranty Wisdom 
When you buy a home, you take on the extra burden of maintaining a variety of systems and appliances. Sellers are required to disclose known problems but can’t be blamed for passing along a washing machine that conks out six months after the sale, or a seemingly healthy oven that is headed for an untimely death. That’s when a 2-10 HBW ResaleSM home service agreement goes to work.
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Summer’s almost over and now is a great time to refresh the inside of your home. The holidays will be here before you know it! 


If you have any family, friends, or loved ones this month looking to buy or sell a home, please give them my name!








If your house is already listed with a Realtor®, please disregard this offer.


